Preface

and the U.S. National Committee for Geochemistry.* The latter assisted in the selection
of the panel, the organization, and the review of the document. The Geophysics Study
Committee coordinated the operational and production phases of the panel's activities.
The preliminary scientific findings of the panel were presented at a Geological Society
of America meeting that took place in Toronto in October 1978. These presentations
and the essays contained in this volume provide examples of current basic knowledge
of the genesis of nonfuel mineral deposits. They also pose many of the fundamental
questions and uncertainties that require additional research. In completing their papers,
the authors had the benefit of discussion at this symposium as well as comments of
several scientific referees. Responsibility for the individual essays rests with the cor-
responding authors.

The Overview of the study summarizes the highlights of the essays and formulates
conclusions and recommendations. In preparing it, the panel chairman had the benefit
of meetings that took place at the symposium, the comments of the panel of authors,
and reviews of the U.S. National Committee for Geochemistry and other referees.
Responsibility for the Overview rests with the Geophysics Study Committee and the
chairman of the panel.

* Members of the U.S. National Committee for Geochemistry are V. Rama Murthy (Chairman), Maria Luisa
Crawford, Larry W. Finger, Everett A. Jenne, Keith Kvenvolden, Fred T. Mackenzie, Werner J. Raab
William M. Sackett, and Peter J.Wyllie. Previous chairmen were Hubert L. Barnes (1976-1978) and Rosemary